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THE CLAMP CHAMP
When dress shopping, beware of the Clamps!

rying on 2 wedding gown is an emotional event. For many it is the first cime,
some are surrounded I:I}" fricnds and !|-u|‘|'|i|._g.". others are ﬁ:l:liﬂg the oy of whar
rryving on a wedding
dress acoually represents.
Hﬂ'q Are a i-:'w 1i|.'|5. Ek

B”dﬂ' think abour to ensure

you sec the real pherure

A‘:CESS{] ﬂES of what the dress will

look like on your day.

Do not always believe
that tight is the best,
When trying on sample
govwns in a store, there are limited sizes. To give an idea of whar the dress will look
like on your body, many sabes associares use large and intimidaring clamps to pull in
the extra inches of the dress. Many asociates make the dress very dght. Of course,
many brides belicve tighuer is better, however, when alterations come around, they
want it as tighy as the day they were in the store.

Brides l_-n'r_!.l'wh:rl:. | am here o el yieu that is
imposible. To have a dress physically thar dghr, you
would not be able to sit down all night long. When
shopping ask the sales associare 1o keep the clamps only
rru}dcl:-l:‘c]:.r ti-_Ehl, ik nnl}'m Enrr il H.:‘i.TlIJE fl:tl. |!‘|-1II!
also ve show you what the bt will truly loak like.

The silhouette is something else to be aware of when
being clamped into the dress. Most samples are large
to accommodare many body types, and many sales
associates just clamp the bodice (bust and stomach
arca) 5o the dress will not slip down. This is fine if
you want a traditional full skire or A-line silhouerre;
however, this is not appropriate for a mermaid or
rrumpet skirt,

When being clemped make sure you tell the sales associare to clamp a mermaid
silhouette all the way down to where the Aare will stare. If this is not done, the
dress will look more like an A-line and not give you a clear picture of the silhouette.
Essentially, you will then purchase a dress you think leoks one way and then when
it arrives in your size, it will look completely different. And remember, ALL SALES

ARE FINAL!

MNow you know how o fit 2 gown with clamps. When your dress finally arrives,
and you bring an entourage with you o see it, keep in mind, you have not yer
begun alterations. If you ask a wales associare to clamp you in so everyone can see
the fit, make sure they use something vo protect your dress. I being clamped in,
ensure that the sales asmociate is placing something berween the clamp and your
dress. [t can be anything like picces of fabric or even paper towel, bur make sure
it is something to protect the fabric of your new gown.

This is especially important if there is beading where a clamp must be placed.
Beading is incredibly delicate and the clamps are incredibly abrasive, you do not
want any beads breaking, falling off. or coming leose,

These are ideas to help you when urying on and receiving your own gown. Make
sure you enter the buying process educared. [f vou know as much as or more than
the person helping you, you will be ahead of the game and understand exactly whar

your purchase is.



